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Commemoration and Mourning

Here in 2025, we commemorate the 120th anniversary of the naming and classification
of Tyrannosaurus rex, the apex predator of the dinosaur world. A tooth fossil collected
in 2003, originally classified as that of a Tyrannosaurus, has since been reclassified as
belonging to the dwarf tyrannosaur Nanotyrannus, illustrating the evolving

knowledge in paleontology

At the same time, we solemnly remember the victims of the HK Tai Po Wang Fuk Court
fire that occurred on November 26, 2025, offering our deepest condolences and
hoping for peace for those affected. This bilingual message marks both a milestone in
dinosaur research and a moment of community solidarity during tragedy

November 29, 2025
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Nanotyrannus lancensis

8 120E 7
U Nanotyrannus lancensis Gilmore, 1946 ( )
Class: Dinosauria ( Class: Reptilia); Order: Saurischia
Suborder: Theropoda; Family:Tyrannosauridae
Genus: Nanotyrannus
lj Nanotyrannus NJ Nanotyrannus lancensis 1942
lj _ NA li Hell Creek Formation NJA
1988 A A Nanotyrannus
A li Tyrannosaurus rex NJ A
X A Nanotyrannus lancensis A li Nanotyrannus
lancensisNJ 1942 lj CMN 7541 A NA Charles
W. Gilmore 1946 Gorgosaurus lancensis |j NJ 1988 A Robert T. Bakker,
Michael Williams  Philip J. Currie A Nanotyrannus A lancensisl
Lance Formation NJ A Nanotyrannus lethaeus ||
Jane NA A Nanotyrannus Lancensis A
A

Nanotyrannus lethaeus Zanno & Napoli, 2025 A

Act% Sclopir!um

AA62003TA G L] KT (T.Re® A, 20251 A (Nanotyrannus lancensis)
; oYe |,y Un n Wi L yw A T . Ak

2003 lj Hell Creek Formation NJ A
. i Nanotyrannus , .
NJA Nanotyrannus |j NJ A Nanotyrannus lancensis A 1966
lj CM 8128A NJ . 5-6 A I
Tyrannosaurus rex NJ A . A
U A .
] NCSM 40000 . lj JaneNJ A
A ) A
Al 20 A A A
2. A A 3
A A 4. A
A 5 A
A
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. A U] lj
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A A U
A A
2003 ) , ) A
A
A
A
A U lj Tyrannosaurus rex NJ A
U lj Nanotyrannus NJ lj Alioramus NJ D A
i A l 2-4 NRA l
Gorgosaurus NJ lj Tarbosaurus NJ lj 5-8 NJA
A 54-60 A 76 k
A A A A 3 A
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204 Bulletin American Museuwm of Natural History.  [Vol. XXII,

a very characteristic feature is that when placed in the acetabulum
the planes of the articular head are set at an angle of 45° to the axis
of the vertebral column, proving that the femora at the distal extrem-
ities were approximated, bringing the
hind feet close together at the ground.
The petrified bone is remarkably
light for its size, weighing only 180 Ibs.
when cleaned of all matrix; seven-
teen inches of the middle portion of the
shaft is hollow, containing a cavity (Fig.
10) four inches in diameter. The total
length is 1300 mm.; the mid-diameter
of the shaft is 180; the diameter of
Fig. 10. Section of femur of 7yranno- the head, 200, the greatest transverse
seergs. fosier. Mus, (No. 973 width of the condyles, 340 mm.
Tibia.— The tibia is relatively larger than that of Allosaurus
but with similar contours and similar attachments; twenty-five inches
of the shaft is hollow, with a cavity two to three inches in diameter.
The total length is 1140 mm. or 160
mm. less than that of the femur.
Pes.—The pes is composed of
three very elongate and massive
metatarsals exhibiting a more power-
ful and less mobile arrangement of
the mectatarsals, because they show
sutural attachments but not actual
coalescence in the middle portion of
the shaft, as represented in Fig. 11.
Mts. III was considerably the longest
and largest of the series and firmly
buttressed between II and IV; the
distal ends of Mts. II and IV turn
outward. Mts. I was evidently com-
posed of proximal and distal osseous , .
segments as in Allosaurus; of these
only the distal segment is preserved, indicating a retroverted, bird-
like position of the claw. The chief measurements are as follows:

’

Fig. 11.  Right pes of Zyranmosaurus.
r. Mus, No. 973.

Mts. 1I, length
L3 IV o

“
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a very characteristic feature is that when placed in the, acetabulumthe planes of the articular head are
set at an angle of 45 Ato the axis of the vertebral column, proving that the femora at the distal extrem -
ities were approximated, bringing the hind feet close together at the ground.

The petrified bone is remarkably light for its size, weighing only 180 Ibs. when cleaned of all matrix;
seventeen inches of the middle portion of the shaft is hollow, containing a cavity (Fig.10) four inches

in diameter.The total length is 1300 mm.; the mid -diameter of the shaft is 180; the diameter  ofFig. 10.
Section of femur of Tyranno the head, 200, the greatest transverse saurus. Amer. Mus. No. 973.width

of the condyles, 340 mm.Tibia . £ The tibia is relatively larger than that of Allosaurus but with similar
contours and similar attachments; twenty -five inches of the shaft is hollow, with a cavity two to three
inches in diameter. The total length is 1140 mm. of lo mm. less than that of the femur. Pes. t The pes
is composed of

three very elongate and massive metatarsals exhibiting a more powerful and less mobile arrangement
of the metatarsals, because they show sutural attachments but not actual coalescence in the middle
portion of the shaft, as represented in Fig. Il. Mts. Ill was considerably the longest and largest of the
series and firmly buttressed between Il and 1V; the distal ends of Mts. Il and IV turn outward. Mts. | was
evidently composed of proximal and distal osseous segments as in Allosaurus; of these only the distal
segment is preserved, indicating a retroverted, bird  -like position of the claw. The chief measurements
are as follows:

Mts. I, length. 615mm
Mts. IV 600mm
Mts. Il width of distal end 140mm

Fig. 10. Section of femur of Tyranno saurus. Amer. Mus. No. 973. Fig. 11. Right pes of Tyrannosaurus.
Amer. Mus, No. 973

[ XXII A (1906)

A A 45A A A
A A 180 0 17 A
4 i 10NJ 1300 U 180 U  10.
A 200 A . ) 973, 340
b A i 25 A 2 3
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M. Wilfarth, Dinosaurier

Abb. 16. Tyrannosaurus rex OSBORN. Skelett von vorne und hinten gesehen. Man beachte

den erstaunlich langen Schwanz, der schwerlich ein Erbstiick ohne Gebrauchswert gewesen

sein kann. Man vergleiche den kurzen kriftigen Hals dieses Grofstiickraubers mit dem
langen, schwichlichen Hals des Kleintiersammlers Plateosaurus (s. Abb. 18).
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